
Noggin Notes – 3 March 2022 

Well, I didn’t expect this! 

We held our March Noggin at a new/different venue – The Bickerton Poacher, and 
what a great turnout!"#$%&  I was really surprised, and equally pleased to see 20 
people seated around the very large and extended table, an excellent way to start 
the Morgan season given the absolutely foul weather. 

I mentioned that the MSCC had re-written and published new advice on Centre 
Rules in November 2021, and that Linda Cleary and I have tweaked our existing 
rules to reflect the changes – taking advice from David Bright, Centre Liaison 
Officer, along the way.  The new rules will be circulated shortly in readiness for 
adoption at the AGM. 

With your ideas and support, the events team have pulled together a nearly full 
Events Programme for the year – with just a few gaps to fill – more of this later.  

Joe Cleary provided an insight into the guidance and rules for organising Scenic 
Runs.  He explained that when we organise scenic runs that follow a defined route 
(i.e. a starting point with a guided route for participants to follow and to arrive at a 
given destination together) they are classified as a Touring Assembly by Motor 
Sport UK (MSUK, the governing body of motor sport in Britain) and as such we 
need to apply for a ‘Certificate of Exemption’ (CoE) which gives us protection of the 
insurance provided by MSUK.  This first involves sending a map of the proposed 
route to the local MSUK Route Liaison Officer, who checks to make sure that no 
other events are taking place in the same area at the same time.  Once approved an 
application is then submitted to MSUK for a CoE, at least four weeks before the 
event.  So, if you are planning a scenic run, please bear this in mind and plan 
ahead.  If we organise an event that does not follow a defined route, e.g. members 
making their own way to meet up at a National Trust property for a picnic, this is 
classified as a Social Run and no approval or CoE is needed from MSUK.  
Fortunately, Joe has offered to provide the interface with MSUK to co-ordinate all 
applications on our behalf.   

Today’s venue for the Noggin went down well with those in attendance, but I am 
conscious that for many members this is too far to travel, especially on winter 
evenings.  Other potential venues were suggested – Rhug Centre, Ponderosa, 
Egerton Arms.  As far as I am concerned, Noggins can be held on a different day, 
and different time of day – the important thing is that we chose somewhere with 
reasonable space for parking and chatting, for example the Egerton Arms have 
offered to do an 11 ish bacon baps meet so we can have an informal catch up, then 
go our own way or do an impromptu run.  I‘m sure the Ponderosa could be 
encouraged to do something similar.   Ideas please … 

Pryce Davies mentioned that he is now the holder of the Centre’s Regalia, and has a 
significant store of Car Badges and Centre Pins.  Please contact him if you are 
interested in lightening his load.  The pins are £4 and the car badges £40. 



Gwyn Roberts has been in touch and mentioned that Portmeirion are once again 
offering a mid-week ‘special’ which include a pre booked two course meal at the 
Castell Deudraeth Hotel and admission to the village at a very reasonable price.  A 
number of members attended a similar event a few years ago (pre Covid!) and said 
how good it was.  Depending on interest, Gwyn plans to organise this, sometime in 
June or July, but it will be at short notice when the weather forecast is favourable; 
we will need to act quickly!  Details will be circulated in due course. 

Other suggested events for the calendar include a visit to the National Arboretum in 
Staffordshire (this could be a day trip or include an overnight stay), which Joe 
Cleary and Tony Green are looking into. 

Family Day at RAF Valley on Thursday 11 August.  Expecting Red Arrows and 
Chinook helicopter displays.  Please contact me if you are interested.  This event is 
not open to the general public. 

Rob Stones said he is very happy with the new venue – could be because it is his 
new local '()*+,-.  He has recently purchased a Morgan Lightweight to go racing and is 
keen to encourage other members to try out Hill Climbs and Taster days.  The next 
MSCC Taster Day at Curborough is on 27 March.  Members can either participate, 
or help around the circuit as extra helpers are always needed – you don’t need to be 
a trained Marshall.  Contact Chris Bailey if interested, or Rob (see March Miscellany 
for further details).  

 

 

 


