
DEVAMOG VISIT TO THE LANCASHIRE MINING MUSEUM 
 

THURSDAY 20 JULY 2023 
 

 
On Thursday 20 July 2023, Jay and Yvonne Hale have organised a guided tour of the 
Lancashire Mining Museum, formally Astley Green Colliery.  Towering over the site is an eye-
catching reminder of Lancashire’s once great coal mining past.  This is the headgear, the last 
surviving one in the whole of the Lancashire coalfield.  This, with the winding house and 
winding engine, is the backdrop for a host of acJvity at the museum.  The winding engine, 
which sJll works, is believed to be the largest and most powerful winding engine sJll in 
existence in Europe. 
 

 
 
We plan to arrive at 1pm and park in a designated ‘Morgan only’ parking area (see site plan 
below).  At 1.15pm we will watch a welcome film, aptly named the ‘Mine of InformaJon’.  At 
1.30pm a volunteer guide will take us around the site and explain the origins of the pit and 
what life was like working here during the 62 years the colliery was in operaJon (it closed in 
1970). 
 
At 2pm we will get the opportunity to watch the winding engine running, which is a thing of 
industrial beauty (see below for further details).  Built in 1910 in Blackburn, it weighs 450 
tons and develops 3300 bhp (by comparison, a Morgan Plus 4 2.0 litre engine develops 145 



bhp).  You will then have some free Jme to explore the site on your own (there is plenty to 
see, including Fred Dibnah’s winding gear that he built in his back garden) before reJring to 
the refreshment tent for tea/coffee and cakes at a cost of £2 per head.  The site closes at 
5pm.    
 
The museum is run by volunteers and enJrely reliant upon donaJons.  Although admission 
to the museum is free, we are asking each parJcipant to donate £5 which will go towards 
the upkeep of the site and pay for the running of the winding engine, which only normally 
runs on the last Sunday of the month and during special events. 
 
Click on the link below for further details: 
 
haps://lancashireminingmuseum.org 
 
If you are planning on parJcipaJng in this visit, please let Jay Hale know on 07879 445535 or 
jay@company-strategy.co.uk 
 
You can either pay Jay on the day or transfer the payment into his bank account (please see 
Jay’s bank details in John Smith’s accompanying email).  Please note, payment for 
refreshments and cakes will be direct to the museum on the day. 
 
The address of the museum is: 
 
Lancashire Mining Museum 
Higher Green Lane 
Astley 
Manchester 
M29 7JB 
 
See locaJon map below. 
 
The Lancashire Mining Museum provides an important reminder of a major industry that 
powered the UK for generaJons and something worth preserving.  We do hope you can join 
us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

 


